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Mobilizing Edvcational Cooperation in ASFAN
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East Asia Youth Leadership Forum
25-30 November 2007, Bangkok, Thailand

Hosted by Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Education of Thailand
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Mebilizing Educatienal Cooperation in ASEAN

Using educational cooperation as a mechanism for human resources
development is the fundamental requirement in fostering ASEAN
as a community of economic and socio-political sustainability.
Education is crucial to strengthen human capacity-

a factor that contributes to the prosperity of ASEAN.

AN
< e 2 About ASEAN

ESTABLISHMENT

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN, was established on 8 August 1967 in
Bangkok with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) by the Founding
Fathers of ASEAN, namely, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand.

Brunei Darussalam then joined on 8 January 1984, Vietnam on 28 July 1995, Lao PDR and
Myanmar on 23 July 1997, and Cambodia on 30 April 1999, making up what is today the ten
Member States of ASEAN.

The ASEAN Declaration states that the aims and purposes of the Association are : (1) to
accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region and
(2) to promote regional peace and stability through abiding respect for justice and the rule
of law in the relationship among countries in the region and adherence to the principles of

the United Nations Charter.

Mobilizing Educational Cooperation in ASEAN 21
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ASEAN Secretariat
The ASEAN Secretariat, located in Jakarta, Indonesia, is a coordinating center for all
ASEAN member states. The office is currently chaired by ASEAN Secretary-General Dr. Surin

Pitsuwan from Thailand under a five-year term (from 2008 to 2012).
> ASEAN COMMUNITY

In 2003, at the 9th ASEAN Summit, the ASEAN Leaders resolved that an ASEAN Community
be established by 2020. However, in 2007, during the 12th ASEAN Summit, they decided to

accelerate the establishment by 2015.

The ASEAN Community is comprised of three pillars, namely the ASEAN Political-Security
Community, ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community.
Each pillar has its own Blueprint, and, together with the Initiative for ASEAN Integration
(IAI) Strategic Framework and IAI Work Plan Phase II (2009-2015), they form the Roadmap
for an ASEAN Community 2009-2015.

ASEAN Political and Security Community (APSC)
Aims to ensure that the peoples and Member States of ASEAN live in peace with one

another and with the world at large in a just, democratic and harmonious environment.
Find out more here.

The ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)

Aims to bring the member states with prosperity so that they can complete with other
countries. Its main mission is to develop a single market and production based that is stable,
prosperous, highly competitive and economically integrated with effective facilitation for trade
and investment in which there is free flow of goods, services, investment, skilled labors, and

free flow of capital

Mobilizing Educational Cooperation in ASEAN



ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC)

Aims to contribute to realising an ASEAN Community that is people-orineted and socially
responsible with a view to achieving enduring solidarity and unity among the peoples and
Member States of ASEAN. It seeks to forge a common identity and build a caring and
sharing society which is inclusive and where the well-being, livelihood, and welfare of

the peoples are enhanced.
> ASEAN CHARTER

The ASEAN Charter serves as a firm foundation in achieving the ASEAN Community by
providing legal status and institutional framework for ASEAN. It also codifies ASEAN norms,

rules and valuea; sets clear targets for ASEAN; and presents accountability and compliance.

The ASEAN Charter entered into force on 15 December 2008. A gathering of the ASEAN
Foreign Ministers was held at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta to mark this very historic

occasion for ASEAN.
> Thailand’s Chairmanship of ASEAN (July 2008-December 2009)

Thailand assumes the ASEAN Chairmanship following the 41st ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
in Singapore on 24th July 2008. Upon ratification of the ASEAN Charter, Thailand will assume

the Chairmanship for one and one and a half year.

Throughout our one and a half year term, Thailand will give priorities to materializing the
spirit and values as contained in the ASEAN Charter, for the benefit of the ASEAN people.

Our actions maybe summarized by the three Rs:

Realizing the commitments under the ASEAN Charter.
Revitalizing a people-centered community.

Reinforceng human development and security for all the peoples of the region.

Mobilizing Educational Cooperation in ASEAN 23
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Efforts will be made to ensure the establishment and implementation of new ASEAN organs
envisaged in the ASEAN Charter in particular the establishment of the ASEAN Human Rights
bodies, expected to be completed by the end of the Thai Chairmanship.

> ASEAN SOCIO-CULTURAL COMMUNITY

The ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community, in consonance with the goal set by ASEAN Vision
2020, envisages a Southeast Asia bonded together in partnership as a community of caring

societies and founded on a common regional identity.

The Community shall foster cooperation in social development aimed at raising the standard of
living of disadvantaged groups and the rural population, and shall seek the active involvement

of all sectors of society, in particular women, youth, and local communities.

ASEAN shall ensure that its work force shall be prepared for, and benefit from, economic
integration by investing more resources for basic and higher education, training, science and

technology development, job creation, and social protection.

ASEAN shall further intensify cooperation in the area of public health, including in the

prevention and control of infectious and communicable diseases.

The development and enhancement of human resources is a key strategy for employment
generation, alleviating poverty and socio-economic disparities, and ensuring economic growth

with equity.
> ASEAN Ministers of Education Meeting (ASED)

Chaired by the Thai Education Minister, Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit, the 4th ASED was
convened in Phuket between 5 - 8 April 2009. The event was actively participated in by
education ministers from 10 ASEAN nations, the ASEAN Secretary-General H.E. Dr. Surin
Pitsuwan and the director of Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO).

The meeting participants came up with important issues as follows:

Mobilizing Educational Cooperation in ASEAN



First Regional Seminar on “Strengthening
Cooperation on Education to Achieve

ASEAN Caring and Sharing Community”

Thailand informed the Meeting on the
outcomes of the First Regional Seminar on
“Strengthening Cooperation on Education to Achieve ASEAN Caring and Sharing Community”
which was held on 23-25 February 2009 in Thailand. The Ministers considered and adopted
the recommendations of the First Regional Seminar on “Strengthening Cooperation on
Education to Achieve ASEAN Caring and Sharing Community” done on 23-25 February 2009
in Thailand, and view that these recommendations would contribute to strengthening the role
of educational sector in political and security, economic and socio-cultural pillars of the
ASEAN Community.

o Formulating a Five-Year Plan on Education for ASEAN Countries and Plus

Three Countries

The meeting agreed with the proposal made by the ASEAN Secretary-General on formulating
a five-year plan on education, and tasked the ASEAN Secretariat with drafting the plan with
suggestions made by the SEAMEO and concerned educational organizations. The ASEAN
Secretariat will subsequently submit the drafted plan to the senior members of ASEAN during
the 5th ASED in Cebu, the Philippines.

e Amendment of the ASEAN University Network Charter
The meeting had no objection to
the proposed amendments to the
ASEAN University Network
Charter, and agreed to sign the
amended AUN Charter at the 5™
ASEAN Ministers Meeting in

2010 to complement the role of
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the AUN as an ASEAN body in the new ASEAN
structure under the ASEAN Charter. At present, 21
universities are joining the AUN, and in the future,
the number will increase to 30 or more with Chinese,
Japanese and Korean universities. This cooperation
will enable ASEAN students to transfer their credits
cross-university or cross-country and facilitate
the master’s and doctoral degree courses on ASEAN

studies in language, culture and law.

Educational Leader of Thailand: Educational Leader of ASEAN

During the time that Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit, the Thai
Minister of Education, chairs the Southeast Asian Ministers of
Education Council (SEAMEC) and the ASEAN Ministers of
Education, from 2009 to 2010, Thailand is playing a crucial

role in promoting educational cooperation of all levels in

the ASEAN region to attain the goal of millennium
development set by the United Nations. The projects of education for all, promoting equality
and educational quality of the ASEAN region as well as the five-year ASEAN educational plan
will mobilize ASEAN to become a people-centered community with a shared identity and a
competitive capacity to contribute prosperity to the ASEAN region in accordance with the
statement of the ASEAN Charter. Besides, Thailand is implementing the policy which aims to
strengthen relations with its neighboring countries in all aspects for sustainability, security and

prosperity of all ASEAN nations.
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Members of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community Council Endorse the Thai
Proposal to Mobilize Education in the
15th ASEAN Summit

The 1% Meeting of the ASEAN Socio-
Cultural Community Council between
22 - 24 August 2009 at the Four Seasons
Hotel ended with great success as the council
members endorsed a proposal made by
Thailand to mobilize the ASEAN Community
through education in the 15" ASEAN
Summit. The council members also noted
with appreciation the recommendations on

education from the First Regional Seminar on

Ceremnony lo naugurate ASTAN

ﬂm.

Strengthening Cooperation on Education to Achieve an ASEAN Caring and Sharing

Community. Accepted by the 4™ ASEAN Ministers of Education Meeting in Phuket, the

recommendations will be promoted as the ASEAN Educational Declaration to be endorsed

during the 15" ASEAN Summit in Hua Hin and Cha-am from 23 - 25 October 2009.

Mobilizing Educational Cooperation in ASEAN
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“We underscored the importance of human resource development in promoting
understanding among ASEAN peoples and ensuring the competitiveness of

ASEAN Community in the global market. In this connection, we adopted the Cha-am
Hua Hin Declaration on Strengthening Cooperation on Education to achieve an ASEAN
caring and sharing society which would promote regional standard of competencies,
promote greater mobility of students within educational institutions in the region, as well
as promote ASEAN awareness in all three pillars of the ASEAN Community. To this
end, we entrusted relevant Sectoral Ministers to develop a Five-Year Work Plan on

Education.”,

: th . . .. .
Chairman’s Statement 15~ ASEAN Summit-- “Enhancing Connectivity, Empowering Peoples”

Cha-Am Hua Hin, Thailand, 23-25 October 2009

Cha-am Hua Hin Declaration on Strengthening
Cooperation on Education

During the 15" ASEAN Summit, the leaders adopted the Cha-am Hua Hin
Declaration on Strengthening Cooperation on Education to Achieve an ASEAN Caring and
Sharing Community.

The Declaration recognizes the importance of the education sector in contributing
to the establishment of an ASEAN Community by 2015. The Declaration identifies guidelines
and measures for ASEAN to advance its cooperation on education, such as the promotion of
better understanding and appreciation of different cultures, customs and faiths in the region;
the promotion of principles of democracy, respect for human rights and peace-oriented values
in the school curriculum; and the promotion of greater mobility and educational opportunities

among students in ASEAN.
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COOPERATION ON EDUCATION TO ACHIEVE AN

@ CHA-AM HUA HIN DECLARATION ON STRENGTHENING
== ASEAN CARING AND SHARING COMMUNITY

WE, the Heads of State and Government of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (hereinafter
referred to as “ASEAN”), namely Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of
Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of
the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam, on the occasion of the 15th ASEAN Summit in Cha-am Hua Hin;

REAFFIRMING our commitment to support the establishment of an ASEAN Community
comprising three pillars, namely political and security cooperation, economic cooperation and
socio-cultural cooperation that are closely intertwined and mutually reinforcing, by 2015 as called

for by our Leaders at the 12 ASEAN Summit on 13 January 2007;

REAFFIRMING that one of ASEAN purposes as stipulated on Article 1 Paragraph 10 of the ASEAN
Charter is to develop human resources through closer cooperation in education and life-long learning,
and in science and technology, for the empowerment of the peoples of ASEAN and for the

strengthening of the ASEAN Community;

RECOGNIZING the importance of education sector in contributing to the establishment of
an ASEAN Community that is people-centred and socially responsible with a view to achieving
enduring solidarity and unity among the nations and peoples of ASEAN by forging a common
identity and building a caring and sharing society which is inclusive and where the well-being,

livelihood, and welfare of the peoples are enhanced;

RECALLING the views of the ASEAN Ministers of Education expressed at their First
Meeting (ASED) on 21 March 2006 that education sector should not be viewed solely under the
socio-cultural pillar but, by developing human resources, permeates through all the three pillars of
the ASEAN Community in enhancing competitiveness of individual Member States as well as ASEAN

as a region;

RECALLING the Cha-am Hua Hin Declaration on the Roadmap for the ASEAN Community
(2009-2015) which comprises the three Community Blueprints and the Second Work Plan for the
Initiative for ASEAN Integration, which highlight human development as one of the key elements in

the development of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community;
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ALSO RECALLING the views of the ASEAN Education Ministers of Education in their Fourth
Meeting on 5 April 2009 in Phuket which considered and adopted the set of Recommendations from
the First Regional Seminar on Strengthening Cooperation on Education to Achieve an ASEAN Caring
and Sharing Community during 23-25 February 2009 in Bangkok and Chonburi, Thailand, as well
as the development of ASEAN’s Five-Year Work Plan on Education in strengthening educational

cooperation within ASEAN and Dialogue Partners.

DO HEREBY AGREE THAT THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS ARE NECESSARY
IN STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN BUILDING THE ASEAN
COMMUNITY BY 2015

I. ROLE OF EDUCATION SECTOR IN POLITICAL AND SECURITY PILLAR:

PROMOTE better understanding and appreciation of the ASEAN Charter through the school
curriculum on ASEAN and disseminating the ASEAN Charter which has been translated into ASEAN

national languages;

GIVE greater emphasis on the principles of democracy, respect for human rights and peace-oriented

values in the school curriculum;

PROMOTE better understanding and appreciation of different cultures, customs and faiths in the
region among teachers through training and exchange programmes and establishment of an online

database on this subject;

CONDUCT a regular school leaders’ forum as a platform for exchanging views on various regional
issues in ASEAN, building their capacity and networking. We acknowledge the existing Southeast
Asia School Principals’ Forum (SEA-SPF);

II. ROLE OF EDUCATION SECTOR IN ECONOMIC PILLAR

DEVELOP national skills framework in ASEAN Member States as an incremental approach towards

an ASEAN skills recognition framework;

PROMOTE greater mobility of students by developing a regional catalogue of information
materials of education offered in ASEAN Member States;
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SUPPORT greater mobility of skilled workers in the ASEAN region through regional cooperation
mechanisms among ASEAN Member States to be accompanied by efforts to safeguard and improve

educational and professional standards;

DEVELOP an ASEAN competency-based occupational standard aimed at supporting the
development of ASEAN human resources that are regionally and globally competitive and meet the
needs of industries in coordination with the ASEAN Labour Ministers Meeting (ALMM) process;

ENCOURAGE the development of a common standard of competencies for vocational and

secondary education as a base for benchmarking with a view to promote mutual recognition;
III. ROLE OF EDUCATION SECTOR IN SOCIO-CULTURAL PILLAR

DEVELOP a common content on ASEAN for schools as a reference for teacher training and

teaching;
OFFER graduate courses on ASEAN arts and cultures in universities;
OFFER ASEAN languages as optional foreign language subjects in schools;

PROMOTE regional outreach programmes aimed at raising ASEAN awareness among our youth.
We acknowledge the existing outreach programmes, such as the ASEAN Schools Tour, ASEAN
Student Exchange Programme, ASEAN Youth Cultural Forum, ASEAN University Youth Summit,
AUN Educational Forum and Young Speakers Contest;

SUPPORT wider access of rural communities to quality education by establishing an ASEAN
community-based programme for young volunteers to support the learning centers in rural areas and

for indigenous people in Member States;

PROMOTE life-long learning in ASEAN Member States in support of the Education for All
(EFA);

ESTABLISH an ASEAN educational research convention to promote collaborative research and
development (R&D) in the region and as a platform for researchers from Member States to exchange

views on various regional issues and concerns;
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PROMOTE better understanding and awareness of various environmental issues and concerns in
the ASEAN region by integrating it in school curriculum and presenting “ASEAN Green

School” awards;

CELEBRATE the ASEAN Day (Sth August) preferably in the month of August in schools
through various activities, such as singing the ASEAN Anthem, conducting a competition on ASEAN
history and cultures, displaying ASEAN emblem and other iconic elements, organising an ASEAN
youth camp, ASEAN youth festival and ASEAN children’s day;

AGREE that ASEAN Member States should consider sharing their resources and consider
establishing a regional education development fund to ensure adequate financial support to implement

the recommended actions;

TASK the concerned ASEAN Sectoral Ministerial Bodies and the Secretary-General of ASEAN
to implement this Declaration in guiding and supporting ASEAN’s Five Year Work Plan on
Education as well as monitor commitments supported by the Committee of Permanent
Representatives, and report to us regularly through the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Council

on the progress of the implementation;

PLEDGE our resolve and commitment to strengthen education to realize an ASEAN Community

of Actions, a Community of Connectivity and a Community of and for the Peoples of ASEAN.

ADOPTED at Cha-am Hua Hin, Thailand, this Twenty Forth Day of October in the Year

Two Thousand and Nine, in a single original copy, in the English Language.
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